Maternal ECG recorded by internal monitoring closely mimicking fetal heart rate in a recent fetal death.
A case of intrapartum fetal death in which the maternal heart rate was recorded by internal fetal monitoring is presented. The electrical activity of the maternal heart was transmitted via the fetal body and the recording mimicked a "normal" fetal heart rate (FHR). The patient was referred because of sudden abdominal pain and bleeding; Doppler fetal heart tones were not heard. Because internal monitoring was synchronous with the maternal pulse, ultrasonography was performed and established the diagnosis of fetal demise. Awareness and usage of simple modalities are mandatory for proper diagnosis in such cases.